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wisdom and avoid the pleasures of the family life. What
can be more wonderful than this?' Emperor K'ang-hsi
issued a decree to the monks of Puto in which he said:
'We since our boyhood have been earnest students of
Confucian lore and have had no time to become minutely
acquainted with the sacred Books of Buddhism, but we are
satisfied that Virtue is the one word which indicates what is
essential in both systems. Let us pray to the compassionate
Kuan-Yin (Bodhisattva) that she may of her grace send
down upon our people the spiritual rain and sweet dew of
the Good Law; that she may grant them bounteous harvest,
seasonable winds and the blessings of peace, harmony and
long life and finally that she may lead them to the salvation
which she offers to all beings in the universe.'1

The Chinese have a certain delicacy of feeling which makes
them unwilling to dispute or discuss  about spiritual things.
They have reverence for them and so adopt a detached but
respectful attitude to all religious rites and beliefs.   They will
participate with dignity in ceremonies performed in honour
of Confucius or the Buddha.   Even as many Hindus go to
temples, Saivite or Vaisnavite, so many Chinese worship
at  Taoist  and  Buddhist  temples.    They  use   Confucian,
Taoist or Buddhist institutions as their requirements need.
They may visit the different shrines on the same day and for
the  same purpose, even as we consult in our ailments a
homeopath, an allopath or an ayurvedic or unani physician.
We may use our judgment and prefer the one or the other
as the circumstances demand.   clt is commonly said that
the Chinese belong to three religions, Confucianism, Buddhism
and Taoism, and the saying is not altogether inaccurate.
Popular language speaks of the three creeds and an ordinary
person in the course of his life may take part in rites which
imply a belief in them all   Indeed the fusion is so complete
that one may justly talk of Chinese religion, meaning .the
jumble of ceremonies and beliefs accepted by the average
man.   Yet  at   the  same  time  it  is  possible  to  be aa,
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